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Darrel C. Gumm, M.D., F.A.C.C. has been a cardiologist practicing in Illinois for the last 22 years in a practice that is both office based and hospital based.  He has been active in developing the acute STEMI intervention program at St. Francis Medical Center.  He is currently director of the Mission Lifeline Greater Illinois Task Force and serves on the Mission Lifeline Advisory Council for the State of Illinois.

Dr. Gumm served on the ACC Illinois State Chapter Board of Councilors for 4 years in 2000-2004 and received the 2001 Governor’s Commendation Award for Meritorious Service to the Illinois Chapter.  He has again served on the Board of Councilors over the past two years.  This past year he was appointed Director of Quality and Education and was Program Director for the Chapter’s Practice Management Seminar in 2010.  He has agreed to serve in that role again for the Chapter’s 2011 seminar.

At OSF Medical Center in Peoria he is Chair of the Department of Cardiovascular Medicine and Surgery and serves on the Hospital’s Medical Executive Committee.  Dr. Gumm is Board Certified in Cardiology and Interventional Cardiology.  He has been a FACC for the past 22 years and a FSCAI for the past 8 years.
POSITION STATEMENT
The practice of Cardiology is facing significant challenges and is under pressure from a variety of forces.  It is paramount that we preserve the patient-physician relationship in such a way that continues to allow Cardiologists to be able to apply their skill and technology to provide optimal outcomes.

As healthcare reform sweeps across the nation it is the ACC and its Cardiologists that must defend high quality care and patient access to that care.  Advocacy at the state and national level is critical.  The voice of every Cardiologist across the State of Illinois must be heard.  I would like to represent you in this endeavor.  

For over thirty years, David L. Fishman, M.D., F.A.C.C. has been an energetic and dedicated physician leader in the practice of cardiology.  He has extensive experience in clinical practice as well as medical staff leadership, performance improvement and quality management, clinical throughput, community education, physician training and support, and hospital, health system and foundation governance.  He has participated in advocacy initiatives at the local, state and national levels and has been an active and supportive fellow of the American College of Cardiology for over two decades.

Dr. Fishman has been on the medical staff at Our Lady of the Resurrection Medical Center in Chicago since 1978.  He is also an attending cardiologist at St. Francis Hospital (Evanston) and Resurrection Medical Center and Swedish Covenant Hospital, both in Chicago. In addition to his active cardiology practice, he was president of the medical staff at Our Lady as well as currently holding the position of chairman of the Cardiology Department, a position he has held for over twenty years. For the past eight years Dr. Fishman has been the hospital physician quality advisor. He is on the Board of Directors of the Resurrection Development Foundation.  He has also been on the Board of Directors for four of the six Resurrection Health Care hospitals.  David Fishman has served on numerous task forces and committees that have been hospital as well as system wide endeavors.  Dr. Fishman is a Diplomate, Internal Medicine, a Diplomate, Cardiovascular Disease and Diplomate, Interventional Cardiology.

As a fellow of the ACC for twenty-five years, Dr. Fishman has actively supported the initiatives of the Illinois chapter.  He was recently re-elected as its secretary/treasurer largely based on his diligent efforts overseeing the efficient use of the chapter’s resources. The Illinois chapter is now in a sound financial condition.  Dr. Fishman has also served on the ACC’s Board of Councilors for six years.

POSITION STATEMENT
As a governor of the Illinois chapter of the ACC, I will continue to support the initiatives of Dr. Hines, which are organized around:

1) Advocacy and Economic Advisory
2) Financial and Industrial Relations
3) Quality and Education
4) Membership and Communication  

Critical advances have already been made in each of these areas and these advances must be furthered in order to maintain the mission of the ACC and its membership.

Advocacy and Economic Advisory
We must continue to work to inform our representatives in Springfield and Washington on policy and economic issues that allow us to have viable medical practices and quality patient outcomes.  We need to work to make sure that our colleagues have the education and knowledge required to carry on the necessary discussions with our elected officials.  We must also continue to support inter-society relationships such as the American Heart Association and our joint efforts with the “Mission Lifeline” program.  I believe we must each become knowledgeable regarding tort reform in Illinois, familiarize ourselves with the positions of the Supreme Court justices who voted negatively on reform and vote appropriately in the next election.

Financial and Industrial Relations
We need to continue to make available opportunities for cardiologists to become informed about emerging reimbursement and health care delivery models, so that we can adapt appropriately in view of increasing fiscal and regulatory stress.  I strongly support coding procedures for cardiology practices that result in appropriate reimbursement and allow our patients continued access to our offices. With national health reform and its pay-for-performance reality, it will be critical for evidence-based practice to be more prevalent.  Educational efforts to support these best practices are important for our membership and the health of our patients.
Quality and Education
I encourage as many cardiologists as possible to attend the College’s educational programs to keep informed on quality improvement issues, practice management efficiencies and emerging legislative policy actions.  I also support the ACC’s Cardiac Care Associates program and encourage attendance.     I have enjoyed both teaching and attending many of the College programs.  I believe that evidence-based practice can only improve the quality of health care for our patients.

Membership and Communication
One of the best ways to keep the ACC viable is by increasing its membership base and increasing the value of its membership.   I have participated on the membership committee that has worked to identify and enroll new and existing cardiologists statewide.  It is imperative to continue to identify cardiologists who are eligible to join, to maintain accurate records and communicate with the membership on a regular basis.  A new membership directory will soon be published which will help us all become better acquainted and better able to communicate with each other, including promoting internet-based professional networking. 

Additional information about my professional activities is available on LinkedIn. 

I am excited about working on behalf of the College and its members and would be honored to receive your support. I pledge that I will work tirelessly to advance our mutual interests.

Marc E. Shelton, M.D., F.A.C.C., F.E.S.C. is the current president of Prairie Cardiovascular Consultants and has been in Springfield at Prairie for the last 18 years.  He has been an active participant on many American College of Cardiology committees over the past several years, and was the Chairman of the ACC Annual Scientific Session in 2008.  In addition, Dr. Shelton has been on the ACC Illinois Board of Councilors since 2008.  He has been a member of the ACC Annual Scientific Session Committee since 2006, is a Medical Advisor to the journal Cardiology, and has served on the ACC Quality Strategic Directions Committee, the ACC Education Integration Committee, the ACC Accreditation Committee, the ACC Education Oversight Committee, and the ACC Quality QP2 Committee. He has been involved on some national panels including the Medicare PCI Readmission Technical Expert Panel and the Appropriate Use Criteria for Cardiac Computed Tomography Technical Expert Panel. Dr. Shelton was the Content Editor of iScience 2009.  Dr. Shelton has been Chair and Co-Chair of the ACC/TCT Joint Conferences in 2008, 2009, and 2010.  
Dr. Shelton is a regular contributor to the scientific literature and his most recent publications have concerned outcomes following PCI, PCI and the appropriateness criteria, and the regional transfer for ST elevation MI.  Dr. Shelton currently spends approximately half of his time in administrative efforts at Prairie Cardiovascular, a large group of cardiologists who integrated with the Hospital Sisters Health System (HSHS) approximately two years ago.  Dr. Shelton spends the other half of his time practicing general and interventional cardiology. 

 Dr. Shelton is Board Certified in Internal Medicine and Cardiology, and has been a FACC for 16 years. 

POSITION STATEMENT
As a practicing cardiologist, I am interested in the issues that concern all of the ACC members.  I believe that health care reform issues should be led by physicians and not politicians because we have a better understanding of what is best for our patients.  We continue to be concerned about how to improve the quality of care in a declining resource environment.  Outrageous malpractice issues remain at the forefront of our thoughts and I believe that we should continue to try to improve the situation.  The ACC should have a strong role in supporting physicians in the practice of cardiology and should continue to lobby for fair reimbursement.  The ACC should be a strong advocate for the practicing cardiologists when some of our traditional areas of practice are encroached by radiology and vascular surgery.  The ACC should continue to provide practical CME.  We should continue to strive to improve the quality of care and improve outcomes.
